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Unit 5: Discussion Question 2
Introduction
The purpose of this discussion is to clarify whether hospitals have a different duty to an indigent person who visits the emergency department than the one with medical insurance cover. 
Discussion
This point is well elaborated in the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act (EMTALA). The Act directs that all patients in the emergency room have a right to be covered by EMTALA regardless of financial status, age, race, gender, religion, and nationalism (Hyman, & Studdert, 2015). Again, the hospital cannot discharge patients who are unable to pay to admit those who can settle hospital bills. The above statements bring forth an illustration that patients who pass the Emergency Screening Test have the right to be provided with ambulatory care regardless of insurance status or social status. EMTALA Act was purposely passed to avoid "patient dumping," a term used to define a situation where a patient cannot afford to cater for medical bills (Hyman, & Studdert, 2015).  The Act has been a significant boost to patients requiring emergency care because they can have access to services regardless of insurance status.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Notably, patients covered by EMTALA may not be able to cover their medical bills, but they are legally responsible for their medical costs under civil law. This approach has saved many lives of vulnerable patients with emergent conditions. Equally, indigent patients can have access to adequate healthcare devoid of financial considerations.  The fact that the Act advocates for equal treatment of patients in an emergency room leads to some emergency-related hospitals bills becoming unpaid. However, the affected hospitals can opt to spread the cost to capable parties.  
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